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Today‘s Conference

On the second day, the Administration Team ran 
forwards and backwards from committee to com-
mittee to deliver note papers. Sometimes the delega-
tes even sent complete resolution documents to find 
out about the opinions of others or to get advice for 
alterations. Many committees concentrated on ela-
borating their ideas and final solutions. Hence some 
of the delegates were busy down to the wire. All of 
the five resolutions were signed by many delegations 
so that each of them seemed to be very persuasive. 

Yesterday’s sightseeing tour was a great experience 
for the international students, who got special im-
pressions of Berlin. Among others, one of the tour 
groups visited the “Berlin Wall Memorial”. Although 
every delegate was exhausted because of the long 
but successful debates, everyone enjoyed that tour, 
led by Felicitas Platz, head of the Housing Team. 
“I hope those guys had fun to see the former East 

Berlin and experienced some other sides of the city.”
According to the schedule, every delegation is going 
to vote for their two favourite resolutions, the ones 
which comply best with their own interests. Before 
all delegations went to lunch, two resolutions were 
chosen after the committees of Africa and Greater 
Middle East had merged their resolutions into one. 
The second chosen resolution was sponsored by the 
committee of Asia and the Pacific.

With the GLOMUN drawing to a close, Mrs. Randel-
hoff-Szulczewski, headteacher of Bertha-von-
Suttner-School, gave the following statement:
“It was an amazing experience for the whole school 
and especially the participants of the GLOMUN. I 
cannot appreciate too highly the enormous effort 
and competence that have been put into the organi-
zation and its performance. My special thanks go out 
to Melanie Brehm, Coach of the entire GLOMUN. We 
are extremely proud of our students as well.“

The Agony of Choice
Committee of Asia and the Pacific
In its  resolution the Asian and Pacific Commit-
tee expresses its appreciation that intervention 
in unstable states has been put on the agenda.
In view of the charter of the UN it is of utmost im-
portance that conflicts are resolved peacefully; past 
experiences have proved the necessity of reiterating 
that the human rights are the bases and determining 
factors of all intervention.  Only if the generally accep-
ted principles and the charta of the UN are respected 
is sustainable peace possible, thus pre-conflict assis-
tance and post-conflict peace-building respecting the 
rules of sovereignty are of paramount importance.
Therefore, military intervention can only be the last 
resort,  after all other attempts of securing help for the 
population have proved to be unsuccessful.  In view of 

this, all past military interventions have to be assessed 
carefully, so as to obtain guidelines for the future.
Life and security of the civilians are of utmost im-
portance, each case of intended intervention needs 
to be considered individually.  Furthermore, impen-
ding danger for the population and the legitimacy 
of the government has to be taken into account.
The UN is responsible for helping to build 
a peaceful  future after an intervention.
Impartiality and neutrality are required du-
ring all steps of an intervention.  The well-being 
of the citizens is one of the decisive criteria.
Terrorism is a threat to stability and se-
curity, thus it represents a risk to peace.
Nations which received help by the UN should 
in turn assist the UN in its attempts to gua-
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What obstacles did the UK have to face and (how) 
were they overcome?
Reaching international consensus on any given issue 
is not easy. The most recent example is Syria, where 
the UK - working with others such as the US, France 
and Germany - proposed a UN Security Council re-
solution condemning the Syrian government‘s vio-
lence against protestors. This was, regrettably, vetoed 
by Russia and China. 
The UN Security Council also needs reform, to make 
it more representative of the modern world. The UK 
supports the expansion of the Security Council to 
include permanent seats for Brazil, India, Germany 
and Japan, and for African representation.
There are other obstacles of course. UN budgets for 
example, are necessarily limited, and will come un-
der increasing pressure in the years to come as many 
countries around the world struggle with economic 
challenges.
In how far do you think should the UN interfere in 
unstable states in the future?
UN peacekeeping operations can help stabilise coun-
tries at a fraction of the cost of military interventi-
on. UN political missions can make a difference in 
places, like Somalia, that individual member states 
can’t reach. And the UN continues to promote demo-
cratic ideals and values: recent developments such as 
the International Criminal Court, the responsibility 
to protect, the protection of civilians, especially wo-
men and children in conflict, and the Human Rights 
Council are all expressions of this trend.
So while it is hard to predict the future, it is clear that 
the UN will continue to play a vital role in internati-
onal affairs. The UK therefore strongly believes that 
we all have an interest in making the UN as effective 
as possible, fit to meet the challenges of the 21st 
century.                                           Thank you very much!

rantee peace and stability for other nations.
Attempting to prevent conflicts assistance should 
be given before conflicts heat up if a country re-
quests assistance.  Only after all other attempts have 
failed should military intervention be considered.
Only the UN should be entitled to plan 
and institute intervention of any kind.
The UN have to recognize that conflicts are often 
multi-dimensional, not only political.  Therefore, 
also environmental, humanitarian, social  and eco-
nomic problems have to be dealt with accordingly.
Committees of Africa and the Greater Middle East
In their resolution the delegates of Qatar and Zim-
babwe emphasize that to maintain peace and se-
curity and to prevent aggression and threats to 
peace, the principles of justice and international 
law have to be upheld.  Thus they address aspects 
of the economy, stating that they are concerned 
about the state of the global economy and the im-
pact of this crisis on the less economically stab-
le states.  This is exacerbated by the fact that some 
of these states cannot rely upon economic advice.  
It must also be seen that in some cases intervention 
has been continued in spite of the fact that progress 
has not bee achieved.  Military intervention as the 
only means to help can only met with serious concern.
Most important, when deciding upon intervention 
must be considerations concerning the UN prin-
ciples respecting independence and sovereignty.
Only legitimate governments are en-
titled to deal with conflicts on their own.
UN interventions are acceptable under the condition 
that they are peaceful and economically aimed, provi-
ded that this help does not support military conflicts
Financial help must be instituted through the 
governments.  Military intervention must come 
from within a nation itself.  The UN decide upon 
military intervention by peacekeeping troops.
Supranational political bodies of the respective re-
gion, should assist in monitoring he aid as well as 
aspects of sovereignty.  These bodies should also 
continue to give support after the intervention.
A sustainable solution is always the main objective.
Military intervention are the last possibility of 
intervention;  sanctions are only to be impo-
sed to protect the local economy and infrastruc-

Interview with Lance Domm

ture or to curb dangerous military programs.
The UN Security Council should be reformed to 
ensure participation of all regions of the world.
Political support should be given to 
create a basis for economic support.
In case of catastrophes financial aid is of highest priority.
Refugee camps should be funded by the UN.
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Latin America has been in an awkward position 
regarding corruption and drug problems for years. 
Since the drug war in Colombia and Mexico star-
ted in the 1990s the situation has been deteriora-
ting steadily. Keeping the situation under control 
seems to be impossible for one country because drug 
trafficking has become an international issue.

The conflict resulted from the Colombian armed 
conflict starting in 1964 between the Colombian 
government and guerillas i.e. non-governmental 
troops of left-wing extremists. Since the war had 
become a persistent problem the Colombian 
government established the 
Plan Colombia in 1999 with 
the help of the US. The aim 
of this plan was to end the 
armed conflict and to find 
an anti-cocaine strategy. The 
success of the Plan Colom-
bia was achieved by the great 
financial and military support 
of the US. The destruction of 
11,563 cocaine-processing 
labatories within the years 
1999-2006 is an impressive 
success of this policy. 

Colombia´s government never ceased to fight against 
drug trafficking, therefore they started the program 
“Colper Amazonia 2010” sending considerably more 
troops to the Colombian-Peruvian border in order 
to stop drug trafficking. Nevertheless, drug dealing 
is still a current issue in Colombia today.

Moreover, the neighbouring countries are affected 
by Colombia´s drug production and trafficking, 
as well. The country worst affected is Mexico since 
the Mexican border plays the most important role 
in smuggling drugs to the United States in due 

course a criminal network has been established by 
Mexican and Colombian traffickers. In 2006 Mexico´s 
President Felipe Calderón declared war on drug 
traffickers. The number of drug-related deaths, 
however, has increased steadily and the death toll 
became worst in 2010 with more than 11,000 deaths.
It must be noted, however, that the UN has initia-
ted programs to stem the tides of these drug-related 
problems.

Another argument in favour of fighting against 
drug trafficking on an international scale is the fact 
that corruption is wide-spread in Latin America, a 

situation which will cer-
tainly impede the anti-drug 
policies. To what extent are 
South American countries 
in a position to tackle the 
problem of corruption on 
their own if it is exactly this 
corruption which stymies ef-
forts to allow the law to pre-
vail?  In addition to that, the 
question arises why only one 
country, the USA, supports 
Latin America’ s inevitable 
fight against drugs whereas 

the UN has decided to not intervene in this cam-
paign.

Laura Mareski and 
Bitja Terschüren

If you want to find out more about this issue, check:
•   www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/mexico-central-
     america-and-the-caribbean.html
•    www.undp.org/latinamerica
•   prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article950
•  www.timelinesdb.com/listevents.php?subjid=183&dayinhist
    =0&date1=-99999999999&date2=99999999999&words&
    title=Mexico&fromrec=2520

(22 October 2011)

Chronicle of Events
Colombia
•	 1964-1966: beginning of the drug conflict
•	 September 1999: Plan Colombia (legislati-

on with the goal of stopping the Colombian 
armed conflict)

•	 December 2010: Colombia´s police and air 
force begins an anti-drug operation

Mexico
•	 1990s: armed conflict escalates
•	 December 2006: President Felipe Calderón 

declares war on drug traffickers
•	 2006: 2, 119 drug-related deaths
•	 2010: over 11, 000 drug-related deaths

C  O  M  M  I  T  T  E  E     “L  A  T  I  N    A  M  E  R  I  C  A    A  N  D    T  H E    C  A  R  I  B  B  E  A  N“
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C  O  M  M  I  T  T  E  E     “A  F  R  I  C  A“

Somalia: A Country Afflicted With Famine, Drought And Clan Conflicts 

“The world currently produces enough food for 
everybody, but many people do not have access to 
it”1 – this official statement of a representative of the 
World Food Program, an organization of the UN 
which combats hunger in the world, outlines one of 
the world’s biggest problems. While people in the 
so-called industrialized countries are throwing away 
billions of tons of food every year a great part of the 
African population is starving.

This year severe droughts in Somalia cause wide-
spread famine, and dry spells in parts of Ethiopia 
and Kenya have resulted in many deaths, a huge 
number of refugees and general impoverishment 
of the people living there. Reports in the media of 
the overcrowded refugee camp in the Kenyan city of 
Dadaab show the urgent necessity of support given 
by international organizations like the UN.

More than half of the population of Somalia is af-
fected by the current famine resulting from drought, 
high food prices and their volatility, and also 
internal conflicts, especially between the funda-
mentalist Islamic rebels of the al-Schabaab militia 
and governmental troops. Thus, intervention of the 
World Food Program by directly sending nutritious 
food and clean water is imperative and saves lives. 
But a current issue is also that many relief supplies 
sent by the UN do not in fact reach those parts of the 
country that are controlled by the fundamentalist 
al-Schabaab militia. Thus it is the population of these 
areas that suffers the most.

But in how far is there a possibility of supporting 
countries like Somalia in the way of making them 
independent of food aid in the long run? Is it 
possible to help them to help themselves to be able to 

cope with the impact of possible inescapable natural 
disasters such as droughts?

For this purpose the UN and its organizations rely 
on boosting the local economy by acquiring the food 
produced in local proximity. Moreover, the method 
of sustainable development provides stable food 
production, which is in the long run more efficient 
and safer. Direct aid by presenting and establishing 
more modern agricultural farming methods con-
tributes to reducing the need of assistance by rich 
countries. These ways of fighting against starvation 
also limit the high food price volatility which makes 
food unaffordable for many people in some regions. 
The problem that many people drink unclean water, 
which often causes epidemics, has to be approached 
by building better wells supplying clean water.

Since the African population is growing rapidly 
it is obvious that more food and water are needed. 
International help has to come directly e.g. by 
investing in long-term relief projects, and not only 
in direct and short-term aid as stopgap measures. 
The omnipresent problem of famine, which many 
African countries are confronted with, necessitates 
many different ways of help, because the circumstan-
ces leading to this issue are not unilateral, nor are 
they easy to combat.

The catastrophe in Somalia demands instant inter-
vention by the UN so that the sufferings from starva-
tion can be stopped. But it also has to be kept in mind 
that not only emergency relief but also long-term 
strategies of help are needed.         Kristina Schimpf
If you want to find out more about this issue, check:
• www.fao.org/docrep/014/i2330e/i2381e00.pdf
• www.fao.org/mdg/64622/en
1 www.fao.org/hunger/en                                                        (22 October 2011)

         

•	 1960: Somalia’s independence is declared
•	 1991/92: dictator Bares’ government toppled resulting in the beginning of the civil war (ongoing until today); 
                            clan conflicts result in different unofficial governments
•	 Current situation: nearly one million refugees; southern part of the country is under control of al-Schabaab rebels 

(no influence of official provisional government); 2010: biggest famine of 21st century with over 200, 000 fatalities

Chronicle of Events
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Miscellaneous 
Don`t stop the party
Do you think that this was everything? If yes, think 
again. :-) During these three days we experienced 
a lot of interesting things, we debated, got to know 
each other and passed a resolution. That`s why you 
should come to the last, big event of the GLOMUN 
conference: the PARTY. Maybe it will be the last 
chance to chat with delegates of other countries. Our 
tip - don`t miss it !!!

It will take place in the Assembly Hall from 8 pm 
until midnight. The music will be fantastic, DJs will 
be present, so don`t worry about the music, there is 
something for everybody.

Guess who or what I am
Every year I am visited by many representatives of 
different nations. Many international trade fairs take 
place right at my feet. 

Congratulations, you‘re right! I am indeed the Radio 
Tower Berlin!

The 150 m high tower was originally planned as a mere 
radio transmission tower, but later additions included 
a restaurant and an observation deck at a height of 
approximately 125 m. You can reach both by an eleva-
tor which reaches a speed of up to 6 meters per second.

So if you are in a hurry after a GLOMUN conference, 
but still want to have some fun, then pop in when 
passing the “Messegelände” (Exhibition Grounds). 

Did you know?
The distance of a marathon equals 42,195 km that 
means approx. 4 hours of running. The preparation 
of the GLOMUN took 196 hours. During this time 
you could run 49 marathons, that is as much as 
running from the northern to the southern border of 
Germany and back. 

Dear Participants of this year‘s 
GLOMUN conference,
We would like to take this opportunity to address 
you once again before you leave:

It was our great pleasure to welcome you at the 
Bertha-von-Suttner-Oberschule, the days were 
exciting, informative and fun at the same time.

As the press team, we had a great time as well. 
We hope that our articles were informative and 
gripping. Hopefully you enjoyed your stay in 
Berlin and we wish you a safe homeward journey. 
Needless to say, that we are looking forward to 
seeing you again! All the best! 

Kind regards from the Press Team!
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1 - location of the International Court of Justice
2 - country ruled by Gaddafi in the past
3 - UN Secretary General‘s last name
4 - similar simulation of the UN in the 1920s
5 - latest member state of the UN

16 - one of the founding member states
17 - year of Switzerland‘s accession (in numbers)
18 - year of Liechtenstein‘s accession (in numbers)
19 - number of UN member states (in numbers)
10 - year of foundation of UN (in numbers)

Brain Twister

4 U U U
5 U

6

7

8

9

10

U3

2

1 UUUUU UU




